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Hamlet  written by William Shakespeare 

Act 1 scene 4  

It is now night. Hamlet keeps watch outside the 

castle with Horatio and Marcellus, waiting in the 

cold for the ghost to appear. Shortly after 

midnight, trumpets and gunfire sound from the 

castle, and Hamlet explains that the new king is 

spending the night carousing, as is the Danish 

custom. Disgusted, Hamlet declares that this 

sort of custom is better broken than kept, 

saying that the king’s revelry makes Denmark a 

laughingstock among other nations and lessens 

the Danes’ otherwise impressive achievements. 

Then the ghost appears, and Hamlet calls out 

to it. The ghost beckons Hamlet to follow it out 

into the night. His companions urge him not to 

follow, begging him to consider that the ghost 

might lead him toward harm. 

Hamlet himself is unsure whether his father’s 
apparition is truly the king’s spirit or an evil 



demon, but he declares that he cares nothing for 
his life and that, if his soul is immortal, the ghost 
can do nothing to harm his soul. He follows after 
the apparition and disappears into the darkness. 
Horatio and Marcellus, stunned, declare that the 
event bodes ill for the nation. Horatio proclaims 
that heaven will oversee the outcome of Hamlet’s 
encounter with the ghost, but Marcellus says that 
they should follow and try to protect him 
themselves. After a moment, Horatio and 
Marcellus follow after Hamlet and the ghost. 

Act 1 scene 5  

The ghost tells Hamlet that he is Hamlet's 

father and was murdered by Claudius, who put 

poison in the napping king's ear. The ghost asks 

Hamlet to revenge his "most foul, strange, and 

unnatural murder," and Hamlet agrees without 

hesitation. 

The ghost also tells Hamlet that his mother was 
adulterous with Claudius before the old king 
died. He makes Hamlet promise that he won't 
seek revenge on his mother but let her be 
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judged by God. As dawn breaks, the ghost 
leaves. 

Hamlet swears he will do what the ghost asks 
and avenge his father's murder. Horatio and 
Marcellus find him, and Hamlet asks them to 
swear not to reveal anything of the ghost. When 
they hesitate, the ghost calls from below, 
demanding they swear. They do. Hamlet warns 
them that he will pretend to be crazy until he 
can exact vengeance. 

The old king's murder creates sympathy for the 
ghost rather than fear or revulsion, and his 
mother's adultery tips the scales against her. 
Hamlet has no choice but to kill the new king, 
establishing a conflict between his sense of 
honor and his Christian faith. 

Key points of Act 1 of Hamlet :- 

➢ The new king, Hamlet's uncle, murdered 
Hamlet's father. 

➢ His father's ghost appears to him to describe 
the murder and charge Hamlet with seeking 
revenge. 
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➢ Hamlet's mother committed adultery with 
Claudius before her husband's death and 
married Claudius with "unseemly" haste. 

➢ The ghost says Hamlet should let God 
punish his mother. 

➢ Hamlet will pretend to be crazy while he 
exacts vengeance. 
 

Themes of Act 1  

Madness 

Madness is one of the dominant themes of 

Hamlet. Hamlet displays many sides of his 

personality since the death of his father. He 

appears as a philosopher, a sage, a mad as 

well as a mentally disturbed person. He also 

expresses that there is a “method in my 

madness.” It shows that he is insane but just in 

his pretensions to show his pain to others. 

Revenge 

Although not considered a good act in 
Christianity and even in other faiths, revenge is 
another theme that runs throughout the play. In 



fact, the appearance of the ghost in the first act 
lays a heavy responsibility on Hamlet to exact 
the revenge of his “unjust murder.” 

Religion 

Although not a dominant theme, religion still 
has its significant impact on the roles and acts 
of Hamlet and other characters. Besides some 
religions markers, there are some dominant 
religious opinions and thoughts. 

Subversion of Relationships 

Subversion and turns and twists in relationships 
is another theme of Hamlet. Gertrude is a 
cousin of Claudius and must not marry him on 
legal or religious terms. 

Delay 

One of the most controversial and most striking 

themes of Hamlet is his delay. While trying to 

establish the crime, Hamlet delays his revenge. 

He doesn’t want an innocent’s death on his 

conscience and wants his action to be justified. 

In the entire play, he has numerous chances to 



kill Claudius. He waits until he confirms the 

crime of Claudius by staging the play. 
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