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Introduction

• Thinking about equality the questions that 
come to our mind are:

– Equality of what ? 

– Why do we need equality ?

– Do we all really equal ?– Do we all really equal ?

These questions can only be answered when we 
experience inequality.

Equality of rights, resources, opportunity, treatment, 
respect and so on. 



Thinking Inequality

• Aristotle says: Treating equals equally and 
unequals unequally, is justice and important to 
avoid the sense of ‘Inequality’.

• Rousseau was among the first to talk about 
inequality:  

– people are not born equal with respect to colour, – people are not born equal with respect to colour, 
construction, capacity and so on. (Natural inequality)

– But these natural inequalities should not be resulted 
into the differential treatment and control over 
resources, rank and respect. (Conventional or crafted 
inequality)  



Making People Equal
• Equality never means literal equality.

• Foundational Equality: equality of human beings 
in the moral sense.

• Distributive Equality: equality of human beings in 
moral and material sense. (Social Justice)

• Principles to achieve Social Justice or Distributive 
Equality:Equality:
– Equality of Opportunity 

– Equality of Outcome

Equality of opportunity can’t secure equal outcomes,

Therefore reasonable grounds of discrimination require

to achieve social justice. (Affirmative actions)   



Dimensions of Equality

Formal Equality

• Legal Equality
– Equal legal status or equality 

before law in a society

• Political Equality
– Equal political status i.e One 

person, one vote, one value

Substantive Equality

• Social Equality
– No discrimination because of 

natural and conventional inequality

• Economic Equality
– No discrimination because of 

natural and conventional inequality– Equal political status i.e One 
person, one vote, one value

– Equal Right be elected to 
political posts 

Secured in a Liberal Capitalist 
society

Do you think that legal and 
political rights are equally 
accessible to all ?

natural and conventional inequality

– Basic economic needs must be 
secured

– Economic disparities must be 
minimized 

Secured in a Socialist Society

Social and economic inequality

result in deprivation of equal access to 
other equalities. 



Relationship Between Rights and Equality

• French Revolution of 1789 demanded “ Liberty, Equality 
and Fraternity” as fundamental rights.

• It means there should be equal right of liberties to all.

• There has been a direct relation between demands of rights 
and dimensions of equality.

• Demand of first generation of rights , i.e Civil and political 
rights led to the demolition of privilege of king and his 
court and spread of these rights to other classes. It is also court and spread of these rights to other classes. It is also 
called bourgeois rights.

• The demand of social and economic rights by the labour
class led to the socio-economic equality. These are second 
generation of rights and also known as socialist rights.

• The expansion of the above rights to the colonised people 
of third world further secured similar equality to the rest of 
the world.  



Simple and Complex Equality

• Simple Equality: Distribution of  same good 

like income, wealth, power to the different 

person according to uniform criteria of talent, 

need, effort etc.

• Securing prescribed minimum standard of • Securing prescribed minimum standard of 

living.

• Simple equality tries to contain vast disparities 

of income and wealth in a society. 

• Simple equality produces immense inequality 

through the operation of free market.



Simple and complex Equality…
• Micheal Walzer in his book Spheres of Justice (1983) gave 

the concept of complex equality as an alternative tool to 
secure distributive equality.

• Concerned with just distribution of different goods to 
different persons.

• There are different spheres of distribution like family, 
market, profession, politics etc.

• The principle of one sphere can’t be used in other. • The principle of one sphere can’t be used in other. 

• One person’s pre-eminence in one sphere can be compared 
with the other’s prominence in some other sphere .

• This kind of social pluralism may led to an equality in which 
no one decisively outranks anyone else.

• Therefore prominance in economic status will not provide 
him prominance in social prestige and power.



Limitations of Complex Equality

• No reliable method to determine the value non-
economic factors like prestige, political power, health 
education etc. 

• Teachers, Professors, Scholars Writers have high social 
prestige compared to economic returns.

• Walzer gives precedence to ethical consideration over • Walzer gives precedence to ethical consideration over 
economic consideration.

• Critic’s argue that Walzer’s scheme of things embodies 
a strong moral philosophy but it does not provide for 
equally strong political philosophy.  



Conclusion
• Equality never means literal equality.

• Giving primacy to one equality over other depends 
upon the rightful justification in a particular society.

• Social justice is an important principle to secure 
equality.

• A balanced approach is required to secure maximum 
equality in a society.equality in a society.

• For any query mail to:  i_abhi@hotmail.com
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