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HAMLET written by William Shakespeare  

Act II 

Polonius sends a spy, Reynaldo, to France to 
keep an eye on Laertes. Ophelia enters and tells 
Polonius that Hamlet entered her room in a 
mad state, grabbing her wrists and staring 
wildly into her eyes. She also adds that she has 
cut off all contact with Hamlet. Polonius, 
certain that Hamlet is madly in love with 
Ophelia and that it was Ophelia's rejection that 
put him in this state, decides to meet the king to 
concoct a plan to spy on Hamlet in conversation 
with Ophelia. Meanwhile, Gertrude has asked 
Hamlet’s school friends Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern to try to figure out the cause of his 
madness. Hamlet is suspicious of them, and he 
evades their questions. 

Soon, a theatre troupe arrives, and Hamlet 
requests that the following night they perform a 
certain play, The Murder of Gonzago, with a 
few passages inserted written by Hamlet. Alone 



on stage, Hamlet voices his frustration about 
his own indecisiveness. He decides he must 
figure out if the ghost is truly his father or if it is 
a specter leading him to sin without reason. 
Because the play depicts of a king who kills his 
brother and marries his sister-in-law, Hamlet 
believes that the performance scheduled for the 
next night will make Claudius show his guilt. 

 

Key points :- 
Act two scene one 

➢ Polonius shows his true devious nature in 
this scene as he sends his servant Reynaldo to 
spy on Laertes in Paris. 

➢ Polonius asks Reynaldo to speak poorly of 
Laertes so that he may find out how people 
truly feel about him and that them may also 
voice their opinions so that Laertes may hear 
and react ‘And I believe it is ……carp of truth’ 
(L39-47) (L62). 

➢ Ophelia enters the scene clearly upset over 
her meeting with Hamlet. There are three 
possible reasons for Hamlets demeanour 



(L77-83); His antic disposition; Rejection by 
Ophelia; True despair at the turn of events. 

➢ Polonius believes it is Hamlets love for 
Ophelia that has him this way and goes to tell 
Claudius. 

 

Act two scene two 

➢ Claudius has called on two of Hamlets friends, 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, to help spy on 
Hamlet to find the cause of his madness (L15-
18). 

➢ Claudius shows his ability to act with his 
handling of the Hamlet situation and we see 
more of this with the return of the 
ambassadors from Norway. 

➢ The Queen believes that it is the death of 
Hamlets father that has him so melancholic 
but Polonius believes it is his love for Ophelia 
and proposes using her to find out if this is 
the case. 

➢ Polonius offering his own daughter to help 
him spy on Hamlet shows the depth of his 
character (162-163). 



➢ Polonius goes to meet Hamlet and Hamlet 
pokes fun at him as he feigns madness. While 
Hamlet appears to be mad Polonius even 
realises that there is some element of wisdom 
in the things that he says (L204-205). 

➢ Next Hamlet meets Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern he refers to Denmark as a 
‘prison’ which leads them to believe that 
Hamlet is disillusioned with not becoming 
king (L250-251) 

➢ Hamlet realises that they have been sent to 
spy on him and presses them for the truth. 
This again brings up the idea of appearance 
versus reality and brings us more on the 
falseness of the Danish court. 

➢ Hamlet emphasises his disillusionment with 
mankind (L305-306) 

➢ Hamlet then shows us that he is only mad at 
times, which helps with the idea that his 
madness is false (L369-370) (L372-373). 

➢ The arrival of the players shows Hamlets 
interest in the theatre and brings out a 
happier mood. 



➢ The play that Hamlet recites talks of revenge 
but we will later contrast this to Hamlet when 
he cannot follow the same path. 

➢ Hamlet shows us two emotions, one where he 
feels he is a coward and then one that shows 
he will act. In the end Hamlet decides he will 
use the players to find out the truth (L593-
594). 

 

Themes :- 
Mortality 

The weight of one's mortality and the 
complexities of life and death are introduced 
from the beginning of Hamlet. In the wake of his 
father's death, Hamlet can't stop pondering and 
considering the meaning of life — and its 
eventual ending. Many questions emerge as 
the text progresses. What happens when you 
die? If you're murdered, then will you go to 
heaven? Do kings truly have a free pass to 
heaven? 



Madness 

Hamlet's originally acts mad (crazy, not angry) 
to fool people into think he is harmless while 
probing his father's death and Claudius's 
involvement. Early on, the 
bumbling Polonius says "[t]hough this be 
madness, yet there is method in't" (Act II, 
Scene II). Polonius's assertion is ironic because 
he is right and wrong. Polonius falsely believes 
Hamlet's madness stems from Hamlet's love 
of Ophelia. To notice a method behind the 
crazy talk was impressive of Polonius. 

Women 

The presence of only two named female 
characters says something about the role of 
women within Hamlet. The death of both 
women also indicates a social commentary. 

Political Livelihood 

The state of the nation in Denmark is 
deteriorating. The death of a king throws any 
nation into political turmoil. With a new king on 



the throne and the deceased king's son acting 
erratically, something's clearly off. 

Key words of Act 2  

1. assay 

a test of a substance to determine its 

components 

2. purport 

have the often specious appearance 

of being or intending 

3. entreat 

ask for or request earnestly 

4. rebuke 

an act or expression of criticism and 

censure 

5. expostulate 

reason with for the purpose of 

dissuasion 



6. brevity 

the attribute of being short or 

fleeting 

7. carrion 

the dead and rotting body of an 

animal; unfit for human food 

8. contrive 

make or work out a plan for; devise 

9. tedious 

so lacking in interest as to cause 

mental weariness 

10. promontory 

a natural elevation 

11. rapier 

a straight sword with a narrow blade 

and two edges 



12. indict 

accuse formally of a crime 

13. visage 

the appearance conveyed by a 

person's face 

14. offal 

viscera and trimmings of a butchered 

animal 

15. rogue 

a deceitful and unreliable scoundrel 
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