
Date:- 21/05/20 

Study Material for M.A(Semester 1) 

Hamlet written by William 

Shakespeare 

Act 3 

Themes 

Murder 

• Hamlet Murders Polonius 

• Polonius hides in the queens room 

to hear a conversation between 

Hamlet and the queen. 

•  Hamlet speaks harshly towards 

the queen which causes her and 

Polonius to cry out.  

• Hamlet, thinking it is the current 

king Claudius, stabs through the 

tapestry and kills Polonius. 

Deception 

• Polonius tries to deceive hamlet by 

spying on him. 



•  This goes against hamlets trust 

because Polonius' intentions were 

to report to Claudius regarding 

Hamlet and his "madness" 

• Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, 

Hamlets childhood friends, have 

been told to spy on him by 

Claudius.  

• They are betraying the trust of 

Hamlet by doing this and they are 

deceiving him by spying for 

Hamlet's enemy and the deceased 

kings murderer. 

Claudius feels guilt for the murder of 

King Hamlet 

• Claudius murdered his own 

brother, Hamlet, to marry 

Gertrude and to take his place as 

king.  

• He now feels a deep regret for his 

actions and is causing him to 

experience extreme guilt.  



• It is not known whether Claudius 

would have experienced these 

emotions if Hamlet did not 

instruct the actors how to re-

enact the death of the king in the 

play.  

• Immediately after Claudius 

became the king, he experienced 

no sorrow, but through Hamlet's 

motivation to prove his hunch 

correct, Claudius eventually felt 

the effects that a moral individual 

would have felt.  

• Through the confession, it can be 

portrayed that Claudius feels a 

great amount of guilt for what 

he's done.  

• Upon Claudius's confession, 

Hamlet intentionally desired to 

avenge his father, but upon his 

epiphany he chose not to. 



•  The reason for Hamlet's refusal to 

murder Claudius can be attributed 

to his ardency to make him suffer. 

 

Key Quotes Of act 3 

 

“To be or not to be, that is the question”  

This is the beginning of Hamlets speech to 

Ophelia. Hamlet is contemplating whether he 

should live or die.  The mystery of what could 

happen to his soul in the afterlife is what holds 

him back from doing it. 

 

“Get thee to a nunnery”  

Hamlet is telling Ophelia to never marry or have 

children. This could also have a double 

meaning. He may be telling her to either 

become a nun or become a prostitute. He is 

calling her a whore/sinner. 

 

“The lady doth protest too much, methinks”  

The queen is talking about how the player king 



promises the king to never re marry. The queen 

basically doubts that she will follow through with 

it. Since the queen got re married she is kind of 

jealous of her faithfulness. 

 

"methinks, it is like a weasel" 

Hamlet is calling Polonius a sneaky person. He 

is calling him this because he is getting 

information about him without him knowing. He 

is getting the information from Claudius. 

 

“I am the revenged, to take him in the 

purging of his soul”  

Hamlet talking about the circumstance to kill 

Claudius. He can’t kill him when he is praying 

because he will go to heaven. He wants 

Claudius to suffer. 
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