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Introduction
• Concept of Justice: From Classical to Modern
• Dimensions of Justice: Legal, Political, Economic and Social
• Procedural and Substantive Justice
• Rawls’s Theory of JusticeRawls’s Theory of Justice
• Different Perspectives on Justice: Liberal, Marxist, Feminist and Communitarian
• Relationship Between Liberty, Equality and Justice
• Conclusion



Concept of Justice 
• Searching the principles of justice and establishing human society accordingly has been the foremost problems of Political Philosophers.
• The problem of Justice arise only in an Open • The problem of Justice arise only in an Open Society or Liberal Democratic society and in a scarcity situation.
• Do you really think so ?
• What about the Authoritarian or Communist regimes ?



Justice:From Classical to Modern • Plato’s book “Republic: Concerning Justice”
– Justice is the highest virtue.
– Justice results from each element in society doing its appropriate task

• Aristotle: 
– Distributive Justice: For legislators, allocation of wealth and honor on prevalent criteria of merit honor on prevalent criteria of merit 
– Retributive Justice: concerns Judges, punishment for crime
– and Commutative Justice: Regulation of voluntary transaction

• French Revolution: Liberty, Equality and Fraternity
• The Classical justice is about confirming the social order while modern is about social justice for oppressed and underprivileged in society.



Dimensions of Justice
• Modern idea of justice consists of various spheres.
• Legal Justice: 

– Positive Law and Natural Law
– Justice according to law and Law according to justice
– Earnest Barker: law requires ‘validity and value’ both.

• Political Justice: • Political Justice: 
– Constitutional government, equal access to political institutions, right to criticize 

• Socio-economic Justice:
– Reordering society on the principles to achieve equitable distribution of material and moral resources.



Procedural and Substantive Justice
• The contemporary concerns on social justice centered on procedural and substantive nature
• Procedural Justice: 

– just procedures will result in just allocation
– The liberal tradition: Herbert Spencer, F A Hayek, Milton Friedman, Robert Nozick

• Substantive Justice:• Substantive Justice:
– Justifying the end
– Procedures automatically be just
– The socialist tradition

• John Rawls: achieving substantive justice in a scheme of procedural justice



Different Perspectives on Justice
• Liberal Perspective: Rawls’ s Theory of Justice
• Libertarian Perspective: Nozick’s Theory Justice & Hayek’s View on Justice
• Marxist Perspective
• Feminist Perspective
• Communitarian Perspective: Alasdair MacIntyre, Michael Sandel, Charles Taylor, Michael Walzer



Liberal PerspectiveJohn Rawls: Theory of Justice
• Book: A Theory of Justice (1971)
• Justice is the first virtue of a good society.
• Justice is necessary but not a sufficient condition of good society.
• Calls his theory ‘ A Pure procedural justice’
• Rejects utilitarian principle of “greatest pleasure of greatest • Rejects utilitarian principle of “greatest pleasure of greatest number” as sufferings of distressed can’t be compensated by enhancing the pleasures of prosperous.
• Used the method of ‘social contract’ and ‘original position’ for individuals for contracting under ‘veil of ignorance’ but having sense of justice to derive the just procedures.
• Self interested individual but not egoist.
• People will support a procedure that guarantee the maximum benefits to ‘the least advantaged position’. 



Theory of Justice continued…
• Three principles of justice:
• 1) Principle of equal liberty: equal right to most extensive liberty compatible to similar liberty of others
• 2) Principle of fair equality of opportunity
• 3) Difference principle: any departure from equal • 3) Difference principle: any departure from equal distribution of primary goods can be justified only when it bring the greatest benefit to the least advantaged
• Lexicon priority
• Chain Connection: in order to strengthen a chain we should strengthen the weakest link first.



Criticism of Rawls’s Theory of Justice• Collectivists: 
– found the ground of justification of capitalist system. 
– Freedom of accumulation of wealth will automatically benefit the poor.

• Libertarians: 
– Sacrificed liberty for the sake of equality
– Rawls negotiators are not risk takers hence can’t help in social progress

• Marxists:• Marxists:
– Any negotiation without knowing the socio-economic  conditions are meaningless.

• Communitarians:
– It doesn’t provide any conception of good life
– Divorcing individual from their social self can’t be a good negotiater

• Feminists:
– No space for women in his theory
– What if the negotiators will be women



Libertarian Theory
• For Libertarians liberty is sacrosanct and deviation from it is unacceptable.• Nozick’s Theory of Justice
• Book: Anarchy, State and Utopia (1974)
• Entitlement theory of justice
• Criticized Rawls procedural principles of distribution as goods do not come from heaven but generated by individuals.
• Individual shall be treated as ‘end in itself’(Proposed by Immanuel Kant).
• Three sources of various goods:• Three sources of various goods:

– Their selves: their body, brain, strength etc
– The natural world: land, water, resources (individual can acquire some and entitle to use as they like)
– The things that people make by applying themselves to the natural world like agricultural and industrial product.

• Principles of Entitlements:
– Initial acquisition: Acquisition should not result in scarcity for others.
– Voluntary transfer: 
– Rectification: need intervention by authority to restore justice



Marxist Perspective
• Private ownership of property is the root cause of injustice.
• Capitalism is an unjust system and can not be reformed but abolished.
• In socialist system the principle of justice is : • In socialist system the principle of justice is : to each according to his ability.
• Communist society will be free from scarcity and conflict and the principle of justice will be: to each according to his need.
• Theory of surplus value: 



Feminist Perspective
• Seeks restoration of justice for women in all spheres of life: Social, Political, Economic and cultural
• In political sphere, they have to fight for equal political rights. Their equal representation is still a challenge. In India women are seeking 33 % reservation in legislatures.
• Equal status and opportunity in economic sphere. • Equal status and opportunity in economic sphere. Work at home always regarded as inferior and remain unpaid.
• In socio-cultural domain they are fighting against masculine dominance.
• The Liberal, Socialists and Radical feminism differ in form and strategy to achieve the objective.



Communitarian Perspective
• Against liberal concept of ‘isolated self’ Communitarians view individual as ‘situated self’.
• Alasdair Macintyre (After Virtue, 1981) rejects liberal notion of  individual as an ‘autonomous moral agents’ disconnected from social context. 
• Michael Sandel in his book Liberalism and the Limits of Justice (1982) criticizes Rawls ‘rational negotiator’ as disconnected and disembodied people deliberating behind disconnected and disembodied people deliberating behind the ‘veil of ignorance’.
• Liberal theorists failed to recognize our embeddedness in particular time, place and culture.
• It is wrong to give priority to pursuit of equal justice over a communal moral good.
• Self is not prior to its ends rather it is constituted by ends situated in shared social context.



Communitarian Perspective…
• Charles Taylor in his Philosophical Papers (1985) questioned atomistic individualism of liberal theory.
• He asserts that human agency, rights and freedom exist only in their social context whereas liberal theory failed to account for the reciprocal relations among individuals and individuals and relations among individuals and individuals and society.
• Michael Walzer in his Spheres of Justice (1983) provides a communitarian critic to liberal theory of justice through his idea of complex equality. (see reading on Equality for details) 



Conclusion
• Despite many criticism Rawls’s theory of Justice is  still the most dominant theory that revived political theory and generated a lot of debate.
• Though Communitarians provides a strong critic to liberal theory but failed to provide a concrete alternative. alternative. 
• The notion of just and good and search for justice is a never ending process.
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