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Political Ideology: Communism
• As a Political Ideology communism advocates the principle 

of the common owenership of the wealth in a society. 
• Two important Scholars can be associated with the idea of 

communism: Plato and Karl Marx. 
• Plato first of all envisaged the idea of : Communism of 

wives and family for his ideal state. 
• Marx envisioned a classless and stateless society as a 

communisty society, that will based on the principle of communisty society, that will based on the principle of 
‘from each according to his ability, and for each according 
to his need’. 

• Unfortunately, both the ideas failed to yield concreteness 
and termed as utopian. 

• For Marx, communism was the final stage of socialism, the 
broader school of thought with which he associated his 
ideas or principles.



Communism, Marxism, Socialism

Communism 

• The followers of Marxist ideas consolidated themselves as the communist 

party and better known as Communists and the ideas as communism.

• Comunnism is often refer to the ideas, movements and regimes based on 

the principles of Marx and popularly known as Marxists and Marxism. 
Marxism

• Comunnism is often refer to the ideas, movements and regimes based on 

the principles of Marx and popularly known as Marxists and Marxism. 

Socialism

• Marxism is studied as the one of the brands of socialism better known as 

Scientific socialism. 

• In India, socialists have identified themselves different from the 

Communists or Marxists.



Socialism: Utopian and Scientific
• The term socialist is derived from the Latin Sociare 

meaning to combine or to share. 
• First of all used in 1827 in Britain, in Co-operative

Magazine. 
• In early 1830s the followers of Robert Owen in Britain 

and Saint-Simon in France termed their beliefs as 
socialism. socialism. 

• Intellectual heritage dates back to Plato’s Republic and 
Thomas More’s Utopia (1516). 

• Early socialists failed to provide a concrete shape and 
politcal force of socialism and commonly termed as 
Utopian Socialists and Utopian Socialism. 

• Karl Marx first of all presented a blue print of socialist-
communist society and termed his principles ‘Scientific 
Socialism’. 



Socialism 

• Socialism and liberalism have common roots in 
the Enlightenment, and share a common faith in 
the principles of reason and progress. 

• Socialism as a politcal Ideology originated in 
nineteenth century as a reaction against the 
social and economic condition generated by the 
growth of industrial capitalism in Europe. growth of industrial capitalism in Europe. 

• The most significan features of socilism are: 
– Community  
– Cooperation 
– Equality 
– Social Class 
– Common ownership



Socialism: 

Revolutionary and Evolutionary
• Two major issues have divided competiting traditions and 

tendencies within socialism. 
• The first is the ‘goals or ends’. 
• The second is the ‘roads to the ends or socialism’. 
• For socialists means and ends are interconnected. 
• Earliest advocate of revolution was the French socialist 

Auguste Blanqui (1805-81) who with the help of dedicated 
• Earliest advocate of revolution was the French socialist 

Auguste Blanqui (1805-81) who with the help of dedicated 
conspirators plan to revolutionary seizure of power. 

• Marx and Engels, envisaged a ‘proletarian revolution’ 
through class conscious working masses and overthrowal of 
capitalism, as it can’t be reformed. 

• With the advent of representative democracy and universal 
suffrage  in western Europe socalists strated thinking about 
democratic or parliamentry raod to reform the capitalist 
system and achieve socialism.



Marxism 

or, Scientific Socialism 

or, Revolutionary Socialsm 
• Karl H Marx and Friedrich Engels  
• German socialist leader Karl Kautsky and Russian 

theoretician Georgi Plakhanov condensed the Marx’s ideas 
and theories into a systematic and comprehensive world 
view that suited the needs of the gorwing socialist 
movement.  movement.  

• The various interpretations of marxism resulted in 
distortions and difficulty in establishing ‘Marxism of Marx’. 

• Some study establihes Marx as economic determinist, 
other as a humanist socialist. 

• Some draws a distinction between Marx’s earlied and later 
writings as ‘young Marx and mature Marx’. (Marx earlier 
writings as young and humanist Marx published later) 

• Three forms of Marxism: Classical, Orthodox and Modern.



Classical Marxism
• Main tenets or tenents: 

– Dialectical Materialism 
• Borrowed Dilectical method from GWF Hegel and replaced ideas to matter. 
• Philosophical basis of Marxism 
• Three laws of material dialectics (Engels in Anti-Diihring, 1878): a) the 

transformation of quantity into quality and vice versa; b) the interpenetration 
of opposites; c) the negation of negation.  

• These principles signify resolving contradiction of material conditions of 
human life and social progress.  

• Class Conflict is menifestation of this process 

– Historical Materialism – Historical Materialism 
• Scientific basis of marxism 
• Base (or mode of production) and superstructure (legal-political struc) 
• Mode of production contains forces of production (means of production and 

labour) and relations of production 

– Doctrine of Class Conflict (Communist Manifesto, 1848) 
• Sociological basis of Marxism 
• The history of all hitherto society is the history of class struggle  
• Primative communism, Slave owning (Master & Slave), feudal (Lord & Serf), 

Capitalist (Capitalist & worker), socialist and communist society. 

– Theory of Surplus Value 
• Economic basis of Marxism 
• Marxist critique of Capitalsm 



Orthodox Communism
• 20th century communism 
• The Russian Revolution of October 1917 was the first success of 

communist movement.

• Communist party and Bolshevik leaders like Lenin assumed Power.

• Established Communist International or Comintern in 1919.

• Marxism in practice differed from ideas and expectations of Marx 
and Engels.

• Leninism (What is to be Done, 1902; Imperialism: the Highest state • Leninism (What is to be Done, 1902; Imperialism: the Highest state 
of Capitalism, 1916; & State and Revolution, 1917)

– Venguard Party

– Democratic Centralism

– Democracy as ‘bourgeois parliamentarianism’.

• Stalinism

– Socialism in one country (Initially developed by Bukharin)

– Tussle with Leon Trotsky who committed to internationlism.

– Nomenklatura



Modern Marxism
• Modern or Western or Neo- Marxism

• Attempt to revive classical Marxism while remained faithful the 
certain aspects of Marxist principles and methodology.

• Two Issues: Why Marx’s prediction failed and aversion to 
mechanistic and scientific pretensions of orthodox Marxism.

• Based on Hegalian ideas and ‘Man the creator’ of earlier Marx’s 
writings.

• Hungarian Marxist George Lukacs (1885-1971)• Hungarian Marxist George Lukacs (1885-1971)

– first to present the humanist philosophy of Marxism

– The Process of reification

• Antonio Gramsci: Bourgeois Hegemony

• Frankfurt School:  Critical Theory

– Theodor Adorno, Max Horkheimer and Herbert Marcuse

– A blend of Marxist political economy, Hegelian philosophy and 
Freudian psychology

– Considerable impact of ‘new left’. (prominent in 1960s and 70s)

– Also influenced with anarchism, radical phenomenology and 
existentialism resulted in a more diffused new left theories.



Modern Marxism …
• Common themes:

– Rejection of conventional society or system as oppressive

– Disillusionment of working class as the agent of revolution

– Commitment to personal autonomy 

– Self-fulfilment in the form of liberation

– Preference to decentralization and participatory democracy

• Structural Marxism

– In contrast to above, developed by French communist Louis Althusser
(1918-90)  

– In contrast to above, developed by French communist Louis Althusser
(1918-90)  

– Individual as simply bearers of functions that arise from their 
structural location

– Marxism as a new science concerned with the analysis of the structure 
of a social totality.

• Another approach by John Roemer 

– Fused Marxism with methodological individualism associated with 
liberalism

– Collective actions are not shaped by history but rational calculations of 
self-interested individuals 



Criticism and Conclusion
• 1919, the Soviet Union and model of orthodox communism ceased to 

exist.

• Communist regimes of China, Cuba, Vietnam and North Korea blended 
orthodox communism with market economy. 

• Central Planning was effective but could not compete the prosperity of 
West.

• Political freedom and civil liberties were curtailed.

• Unable to respond to growing public demand.

• In place of class less society a ‘new Class’ emerged that governs.• In place of class less society a ‘new Class’ emerged that governs.

• Marx was seen as the father of Stalinist totalitarianism because of his 
belief that the course of history is predetermined.

• Such determinist model of human nature left little room form free will.

• Marxism as inherently monistic because rival ideas were dismissed as 
bourgeois ideology.

• These criticism is more about orthodox communism and vulgar 
interpretation of Marxism that collapsed in 1991.

• Karl Popper accused Marx of ‘historicism: the mistaken belief that the 
infinite complexity of human history can be reduced to a set of historical 
‘laws’.

• Modern Marxists criticize the ‘economism’ of Marx.



Criticism and Conclusion…
• Some Marxists have responded with Post-Marxists ideas: 

– Jean-Francois Lyotard : reconcile Marxism with postmodernism 
and post structuralism.

• Ernesto Laclau and Chantal Mouffe: 

– Opened space within Marxism for other ‘moments of struggle’. 
Like New social movements

– Such social and personal liberation are not rooted in economic 
issues that undermines distinctions of Marxist thought.

• Post-Marxist places more emphasis on post than Marsixt.• Post-Marxist places more emphasis on post than Marsixt.

• Trotsky  in a different circumstances called socialism the ‘dustbin of 
history’.

• The 21st century socialism can be better recognized as anti-
capitalism.
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