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Introduction

• The study of ‘Politics in India’ has been a measure 
focus in India and, State or Provincial politics has 
been treated as the reflection of the national 
politics.

• Reason being euphoria of national independence, • Reason being euphoria of national independence, 
one party dominance in Centre and states, talking 
about states being anti-national.

• Consequently the scientific study and 
theorization has been suffered from under 
theorization.  



Study Source 

• Sudha Pai. (1989). Towards a Theoretical 
Framework for the Study of Politics in India: Some 
Observations. Indian Journal of Political Science. 
Vol. 50, No.1 Jan-March, pp. 94-106

• Ashutosh Kumar. Ed.(2011). Rethinking State • Ashutosh Kumar. Ed.(2011). Rethinking State 

Politics in India: Regions Within Regions., 
Routledge: New Delhi. (Introduction)  

• These two articles are used primarily for the 
lecture and it is recommended Reading material 
also. 



Phases to Study State Politics in India 

• First Phase: 1950 to mid 1960

• Second Phase: 1967 to early 1970s

• Third Phase: Early 1970 to 1980s

• Fourth Phase: Since 1980s

• Fifth Phase: Since 2005 (roughly) New trends



First Phase: 1950 to 1960

• Beginning of interest in state politics in India.

• Mostly a Formal Legal Approach: study through constitutional 

provisions and description of the formal structures of the 

politico-administrative system. 

• It lacks study of actual functioning of state governments and 

political process in the state.

• Study of 1957 mid term election in Kerela and  study of 1951-• Study of 1957 mid term election in Kerela and  study of 1951-

52 general election by S.V. Kogekar and R. Park: they argued 

state provided better level of analysis than Centre.

• A systematic study begin only in 1962. 

• Political Phenomena like, State Reorganization Committee, 

increasing regional aspirations etc are studied but in isolation.

• Rajni Kothari developed framework of ‘One Party Dominance’ 

but not applied to the states.



Second Phase: 1967 to Early 1970s
• Started with the political changes in 1967.

• Historical Comparative Approach 

• National seminar on ‘State Politics’, Jaipur, 1965. and 

first edited book ‘State Politics in India’ by Iqbal Narain.

• Narain presented three dimensional approach: 

Contextual, Structural and Operative and developed Contextual, Structural and Operative and developed 

the concept of ‘Polarized Pluralism’.

• Myron Weiner ed, ‘State Politics in India’ published in 

early 1970s. 

• He used Political stability, Political integration, 

Participation and type of Participatory change 

framework borrowing from political development 

approach



Second Phase continued…

• Rajni Kothari’s developmental model explains the shift 
within the one party dominant system as part of 
ongoing process of political change in India.

• Empirical studies conducted that looked at regionalism 
from the periphery.

• Study of voting behaviour by CSDS since 1967.• Study of voting behaviour by CSDS since 1967.

• Comparative studies of political elites and their socio-
economic background.

• Impact of caste in politics by Kothari and Andre 
Beteille.

• Impact of defeat of congress system in 1967 in many 
states.



Second Phase continued…

• Limitations:

• States were treated as sub-system of a larger 

system.

• No independent political space was accorded 

in the 1960s to political happenings in the in the 1960s to political happenings in the 

states.

• Isolated studies didn’t contribute to the 

general theory of state politics. 



Third Phase: Early 1970 to 1980s

• Empirical Quantitative study

• Shift in focus from national to state level.

• State as an independent political space.

• Study of state politics seen through electoral process.

• State parties and party system were major focus.

• Impact of rise of regional parties on federal system.• Impact of rise of regional parties on federal system.

• Studies of leadership in states, caste and politics, 
interaction between caste, class, power and its 
manifestations in rural and urban politics.

• Now it was not study in isolation.   



Third Phase continued…

• Important books published:

• Baldev Raj Nayar’s Minority Politics in Punjab

• Hardgrave’s study on ‘Dravidian movement’

• Both studies primarily emphasized on stress and strain 
in federal relationship between Union and states.

• Limitations:Limitations:

• No one dominant method or approach to study policies

• There is plurality of approach

• The gap between particularized observation and 
theoretical framework still existed.

• Case studies and their comparative study, i.e vertical 
and horizontal study required for theorization. 



Fourth Phase: Since 1980s

• Inter-state comparative approach 

• Atul Kohli (1987): field study of West Bengal, UP and 
Karnataka in taking anti-poverty measures

• He concludes: Maximum success by Left government in 
West Bengal; minimum success by Janta coalition in UP 
and middle success by Dev Raj Urs led congess
government in Karnataka.government in Karnataka.

• Jenkins (2004): Two state comparative method through 
four sets of thematic areas:

– Economic Policy Making: AP and TN, WB and Gujrat

– Subaltern politicisation: Bihar and Orissa, UP and MP, 
Maharastra and Rajsthan

– Civic Engagement: Kerela and UP

– Political Leadership: AP and Karnatka, WB and TN 



Fifth Phase: New trends

• Study of regions within region

• Intra-state regional comparative method

• For Example: Study of Demand of statehood by 
many cultural groups within a state.

• Ashutosh Kumar’s ed.(2011) book: Rethinking 
State Politics in India: Regions  Within Region, 
Routledge: New Delhi.
State Politics in India: Regions  Within Region, 
Routledge: New Delhi.

• For queries mail to: i_abhi@hotmail.com
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