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Narration 

Sentences with question tags :  

A sentence with a question tag is not 

really a question . It is rather a 

tentative statement , and as the 

speaker is not absolutely sure , he 

adds a question tag to ask for some 

reassurance . So in changing such 

sentences from direct to indirect 

speech , we have to find a way of 

conveying the element of doubt that 

the question tag suggests . Depending 

on the context and the tone in which 

the words are said , a range of 

different verbs such as think , hope , 

believe etc may be used to express 

that idea in indirect form .  

Direct : Robert said, “ John is a good 

boy , isn’t he ?” 



Indirect : Robert said that he thought 

John is a good boy . 

Direct : He said to Indira, “You can 

speak French , can’t you ?” 

Indirect : He told Indira that he 

thought she could speak French . 

Direct : The teacher said to the boy, 

“You will do the job , won’t you ?” 

Indirect : The teacher told the boy 

that he hoped he would do the job .  

Direct : Amal said, “They will not go , 

will they ?” 

Indirect : Amal hoped they would not 

go .  

Direct : She said to me, “Maya can’t 

speak Hindi , can she ?”  

Indirect : She told me that she didn’t 

think Maya could speak Hindi.  



Direct : Robin said, “The captain 

didn’t agree to go , did he ?” 

Indirect : Robin did not believe that 

the captain had agreed to go. 

 

Imperative sentences  

In converting such sentences , change 

the verb in the reported speech into 

the infinitive form , and the reporting 

verb into some such words as “tell” , 

“request” , “command” , “beg” , “beg” , 

“ entreat , as the sense of the speech 

may require . 

Direct : My friend said to me, “ Go 

home at once .” 

Indirect : My friend told or advised 

me to go home at once .  

Direct : He said to me, “ Do not go 

there.”  



Indirect : He told or advised or 

ordered me not to go there .  

Direct : I said to him, “ Please explain 

the passage .” 

Indirect : I requested him to explain 

the passage .  

Direct : I said to him, “Excuse me , 

Sir.” 

Indirect : I begged him to excuse me . 

NOTE : a) Tell may often be used to 

express ‘request’ , ‘order’ , ’command’ 

, etc . It is , therefore , often safer for 

students to use tell in the indirect 

form when they may be in doubt 

about the proper word to introduce 

the reported speech .  

b) Vocatives may be omitted , as in 

the last example , or may be dealt 

with as below ; 



Direct : He said, “ Ram, go there.” 

Indirect : He told Ram to go there . 

Direct : He said, “ Friends , lend me 

your ears .” 

Indirect : Addressing them as friends , 

he requested them to lend him their 

ears .  

Direct : He shouted, “Stop , you villain 

!” 

Indirect : He shouted to the villain to 

stop. Or, he ordered the villain to 

stop. Or , calling the man a villain , 

he ordered him to stop. 

c) In the indirect form , such 

expressions as they are rendered by 

such expressions as kindly , politely , 

etc.  

d) Even when the introductory verb is 

in the past tense , would , should , 



might , could and must do not 

normally change. 

Direct : She said , “I would help him if 

I could.” 

Indirect : she said that she would help 

him if she could . 

Direct : he said to me, “ you must 

leave the place.” 

Indirect : he told me that I must 

leave the place . 
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