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Narration 

Turn into the Indirect form of 

speech : 

1. He said to me, “ Let us go home 

.” 

2. I said to him, “let us have some 

music.”  

Note : when let in the direct speech 

expresses a proposal or suggestion , 

we may use should for let , and 

change the reporting verb into 

propose or suggest .  

3. He said, “ Let him do whatever 

he likes .” 

4. He said, “ let me come in .” 

5. He said, “ let me have some 

milk.” 



6. He said to me, “ let him say 

whatever he likes , I shall certainly 

support you.”  

Note : But when Let does not 

express a proposal , it should be 

changed into might or might be 

allowed , or into some other form 

according to the sense .  

 

Optative sentences : - 

In optative sentences , the reporting 

verb is changed into wish or pray , 

and the optative form is changed 

form is changed into a statement .  

Direct : He said to me, “ May you be 

happy.” 

Indirect : He wished or prayed that I 

might be happy .  



Direct : He said to you, “ May god 

bless you.” 

Indirect : He prayed that God might 

bless you . 

Exclamatory sentences :  

If the direct form is an exclamation , 

the reporting verb is changed to some 

such verb as “ exclaim” , ‘cry out’ , 

‘pray’ , ‘wish’ , and the exclamation is 

turned into a statement . But new 

words and phrases have often to be 

introduced to express the full 

meaning . 

Direct : He said, “ Alas! I am undone !” 

Indirect : He cried out in sorrow that 

he was undone .  

Direct : He said, “what a fool I am !” 

Indirect : He exclaimed with grief that 

he was a great fool.  



Direct : He said, “ Good-bye , my 

friends.” 

Indirect : he bade his friends good-

bye. ( Or , He bade good-bye to his 

friends) . 

Direct : “Bless his kind heart !” they 

cried. 

Indirect : They blessed him , for his 

kind heart. 

Direct : “Bravo! Well done!” they cried. 

Indirect : They applauded him , for ( 

or saying that) he had done well . 

Note : It should be carefully noted 

that what , how , and who are 

sometimes used in exclamation to 

denote excess or absence, instead of 

introducing an interrogation. In such 

cases they should be replaced by 



great, greatly , very , very much or 

none in the Indirect : 

Direct : He said to me, “How happy 

you are !” 

Indirect : He told me that I was very 

happy. 

Direct : He said, “what a nice thing it 

it is !” 

Indirect : He exclaimed with joy that 

it was a very nice thing. 

Direct : He said , “what was my joy to 

see the thing !” 

Indirect : He said that his joy to see 

the thing was very great. 

Note :- a) In indirect speech , the 

sentence ends with a full stop (.) and 

not an exclamation mark (!) . 

B) Direct : He said, “Thank you.” 



Indirect : He thanked me . 

Direct : he said, “curse the rain.” 

Indirect : He cursed the rain . 

Direct : He said, “Good morning.” 

Indirect : He greeted me a good 

morning .  
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