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Narration 

Words indicating time and place : a) 

Adjectives , adverbs and verbs in the direct 

speech , expressing nearness , are often 

changed into similar words expressing 

remoteness : 

1. Now becomes then  

2. Here becomes there 

3. This becomes that 

4. Ago becomes before 

5. These becomes those  

6. Hence becomes thence  

7. Come becomes go 

8. Hither becomes Thither 

9. Thus becomes that way , 

so 

10. Today becomes that 

day , the same day 

11. Tomorrow becomes 

the next day , the 

following day 



12. Yesterday becomes 

the previous day , the 

day before . 
 

Last week / month becomes the week before / the 

previous week , etc.  

Next week/month becomes, the week after / the 

following week, etc.  

The day before yesterday becomes two days before. 

The day after Tomorrow becomes in two days’ time. 

A year ago becomes a year before / the previous 

year. 

Direct: He said, “ I know this boy.” 

Indirect : He said that he knew that boy . 

Direct : I said to him, “You will get it today or 

tomorrow.” 

Indirect : I told him that he would get it that day or 

the next day. 

Direct : He said to me, “ Come there.” 

Indirect : He told me to go there. 



Direct : He said, “ I shall go there the day after 

tomorrow.” 

Indirect : He said that he would go there in two 

days’ time . 

b) But if now , here , this, etc. refer to things 

present before the speaker at the time he is 

reporting , no change is necessary.  

Direct : She said, “ I know this boy.” 

Indirect : She said that she knew this boy. 

Direct : I said, “ We can never be happy here.” 

Indirect : I said that we can never be happy here. 

Direct : He said to me, “ I have no friend here .” 

Indirect : He told me that he had no friend here. 

Note : Students often change “it” into “that” in the 

indirect. But that is wrong ; “it” remains 

unchanged.  

Questions and answers : “yes” and “No” – In 

changing answers into the indirect form.  Sentences 



are to be given completely by supplying the words 

understood. 

Direct : “ What is your name ?” “ Ramesh.” 

Indirect : I asked him what his name was . He 

replied that his name was Ramesh . 

Direct : I said to him, “ how long will you stay?” “ He 

replied, “for five days.” 

Indirect  : I asked him how long he would stay. He 

replied he would stay for five days.  
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