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Narration 

Note : ii) To express simple futurity , we 

use shall in the first person and will in the 

second and third persons . So in the last 

examples , I shall in the direct becomes he 

would in the indirect . For the same reason 

, in the last example , you will in the direct 

becomes I should in the indirect .  

iii) Some are of the opinion that when the 

reporting verb is in the past tense , “ all the 

past tenses of the direct form either remain 

in the past tense or are changed into past 

perfect tense . The past perfect tense is 

used chiefly when we wish to lay stress on 

the completion of action .” The first 

alternative certainly violates the rules of 

the sequence of tense ; still , it cannot 



often be helped . For example take the 

following passage : 

He said to me , “ I went home in January , 

there I met my sister after a long time , she 

was a widow and was very eager to see me . 

My mother , too , wished me to see her .” 

Now. If we are to change the past tenses of 

the direct form into the past perfect in the 

indirect , the rendering would stand this :  

He told me that he had gone home in 

January . There he had met his sister after a 

long time . She had been a widow and had 

been very eager to see him . His mother , 

too , had wished him to see her .  

Now , so many past perfect tenses in a 

single passage is certainly bad English . If 

instead we retain the simple past 

indefinite of the original in the indirect 



form from the second sentence , the 

rendering will be good English . Hence , the 

rule stated above .  

The passage then comes to : 

He told me that he had gone home in 

January . There he met his sister after a 

long time . She was a widow and was very 

eager to see him . His mother , too , wished 

him to see her .  

In the case of a short sentence , however , 

the past may be and should ordinarily be , 

changed into the past perfect because that 

does not create any difficulty .  

D) If the direct speech states a universal 

truth or a habitual fact , the tense of the 

verb in the reported speech is not changed 

. 



Direct : he said , “ Honesty is the best 

policy . “ 

Direct : he said , “ God is good .” 

Indirect : he said that God is good .  

Direct : he said , “ I take bath in the Ganga 

every morning .” 

Indirect : He said that he takes bath in the 

Ganga every morning .  

E) The indirect speech should correspond in 

the persons of pronouns and verbs to the 

persons of the individuals in the direct 

speech .  

Direct : I said to him , “ you are wrong .”  

Indirect : I told him that he was wrong . 

Direct : he said to me , “ I shall go , but you 

will stay .”  



Indirect : He told me that he would go , but 

I should stay .  
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