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Hamlet written by William Shakespeare 

Act 3 

Summary 

Scene 1 

Polonius and Claudius arrange to 

secretly watch a meeting between 

Hamlet and Ophelia. When the two 

meet, Hamlet denies any affection for 

her, which further confuses Polonius 

and Claudius. They decide that 

Hamlet will be sent to England to get 

over his troubles, but they suggest 

that perhaps Gertrude can get to the 

root of his “madness.” 

Act 3, Scene 2 

Hamlet directs the actors in a play to 

depict his father’s murder, as he 



hopes to study Claudius’ reaction to 

the idea. Claudius and Gertrude leave 

during the performance. Rosencrantz 

and Guildenstern inform Hamlet that 

Gertrude wants to speak to him. 

Act 3, Scene 3 

Polonius arranges to secretly listen to 

the conversation between Hamlet 

and Gertrude. When alone, Claudius 

speaks of his conscience and guilt. 

Hamlet enters from behind and draws 

his sword to kill Claudius but decides 

that it would be wrong to kill a man 

while praying. 

Act 3, Scene 4 

While meeting with Gertrude, Hamlet 

is about to reveal Claudius’ villainy 

when he hears someone behind the 

curtain. Hamlet thinks it is Claudius 

and thrusts his sword through the 



arras, actually killing Polonius. The 

ghost reappears and Hamlet speaks 

to it. Gertrude, who cannot see the 

apparition, is now convinced of 

Hamlet’s madness. 

 

Important words :- 

1.Contumely - insulting display of contempt 

in words or actions or actions; contemptuous 

humiliating treatment. 

2.Consummation – completion. 

3.Calamity - a great misfortune or disaster . 

4.Heir -a person who inherits or has a right of 

inheritance in the property of another 

following that person's death. 

5.Fortune - chance, luck. 

6.Quietus – account. 

7. Bodkin – dagger. 

8. Fardels - burdens; loads. 

https://www.thoughtco.com/death-in-hamlet-2984976


9. Pitch - height (the pitch is the highest 

point in a falcon's flight). 

10. Resolution - a decision or determination; a 

resolve. 
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