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Study Material for M.A (semester-1) 

Elegy Written in a Country 

Churchyard  By Thomas Gray (1751) 

Lines 73-76 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife, 
Their sober wishes never learn'd to stray; 

Along the cool sequester'd vale of life 
They kept the noiseless tenor of their way. 

 

• Since the poor villagers who are 

buried in the churchyard live far 

away from the noise and strife of 

crowded cities, they never learned 

to stray away from more sober, 

serious wishes and desires. 

• Because they live in a secluded 

("sequester'd") area, they were able 

to live their lives without making 

a lot of hubbub or noise. 



• Fun fact! Thomas Hardy, the 

English novelist, gives a shout-out 

to Thomas Gray by titling one of 

his novels Far from the Madding 

Crowd. 
Lines 77-80 

Yet ev'n these bones from insult to protect, 
Some frail memorial still erected nigh, 

With uncouth rhymes and shapeless sculpture 
deck'd, 

Implores the passing tribute of a sigh. 

 

• Even though these poor villagers 

don't have big fancy monuments 

or "trophies" over their graves, 

they at least still have frail, flimsy 

memorials nearby, if only to 

protect their remains from the 

insult of having people picnic or 

play cricket on their graves. 



• These flimsy memorials aren't 

made out of fancy marble—they 

just have rough, shapeless 

sculptures to ornament ("deck") 

them, and are decorated with 

crude, uncouth poetry. 

• But even though the memorials 

aren't all fancy, they still inspire 

passersby to pause long enough to 

sigh. So there! 
 

Lines 81-84 

Their name, their years, spelt by th' unletter'd 
muse, 

The place of fame and elegy supply: 
And many a holy text around she strews, 

That teach the rustic moralist to die.  

 

• The "frail" monuments (78) are 

engraved only with the dead 

people's name and the years of their 



birth and death, and even this 

simple inscription was clearly made 

by someone who was largely 

illiterate, or "unlettered." 

• The speaker uses irony when he says 

that inscription was made by a 

"muse." Since the muses were 

goddesses of poetry, how could they 

be unlettered or illiterate? 

• These simple inscriptions take the 

place of fame and fancy elegies 

(poems written in memory of dead 

people). 

• "She" is the muse referred to in the 

previous line. 

• The "unlettered muse" also adds 

("strews") the occasional Bible verse 

("holy text") that inspires country 

folks to think about death so that 

they'll be prepared when their time 

comes. 
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