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Study material for M.A Semester-1 

Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard By Thomas Gray 

Lines 101-104 

"There at the foot of yonder nodding beech 

That wreathes its old fantastic roots so high, 

His listless length at noontide would he 

stretch, 

And pore upon the brook that babbles by. 

 

• The speaker continues to imagine what 

the "hoary-headed swain" would say about 

him, if a random passerby happened to 

ask. 

• He imagines the old guy saying that at 

noon, the speaker used to stretch out at 

the foot of the old beech tree—the one 



that has fantastically weird roots—and 

that he would stare at the babbling 

brook. 

• "Listless length" in line 103 is another 

great example of alliteration. 

Lines 105-108 

Hard by yon wood, now smiling as in scorn, 
Mutt'ring his wayward fancies he would 

rove, 
Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 

Or craz'd with care, or cross'd in hopeless 
love. 

• This stanza continues with what the 

speaker imagines an old villager would say 

about him after he was dead and gone. 

• He imagines the old guy saying that the 

speaker used to rove, or wander, in the 

nearby woods.  

• Sometimes, the speaker would smile 

almost scornfully, while muttering to 

himself, and sometimes he would look all 



droopy and mopey, pale ("wan") with 

sorrow, like he was anxious or else 

hopelessly in love with someone who 

didn't love him back. Good times! 

Lines 109-112 

"One morn I miss'd him on the custom'd hill, 
Along the heath and near his fav'rite tree; 

Another came; nor yet beside the rill, 
Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was he; 

• The speaker continues to imagine what 

the old villager might say about him after 

he's dead and gone: 

• He imagines the villager saying that he 

missed seeing the speaker one morning in 

the usual place on a local hillside, along 

the fields ("heath") by the speaker's 

favorite tree. (This is probably the beech 

tree mentioned in Stanza 26.) 

• The villager goes on to say that another 

day passed, and yet he still didn't see the 

speaker by the brook ("rill") or on the 



grass, or by the woods. Sounds like 

something's up… 
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