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Study material for M.A Semester-1 

Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard By Thomas Gray 

 
 

Stanza 29 
Lines 113-116 

"The next with dirges due in sad array 

Slow thro' the church-way path we saw 

him borne. 

Approach and read (for thou canst read) 

the lay, 

Grav'd on the stone beneath yon aged 

thorn." 

 

• The speaker continues to imagine 

what an old villager would say 

about him after his death:  



• And on the third day after the 

speaker didn't show up, the old 

villager says that dirges (funeral 

songs) were played, and that they 

saw the speaker carried slowly 

along the path to the church in a 

funeral procession. 

• The villager invites the random 

passerby who asked (the "kindred 

spirit" of line 96) to read the 

epitaph that is engraved on the 

speaker's tombstone, underneath 

the gnarly old thornbush. 

 

Lines 117-120 

THE EPITAPH 

Here rests his head upon the lap of Earth 

A youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown. 

Fair Science frown'd not on his humble 

birth, 

And Melancholy mark'd him for her own. 



• Now we're supposed to imagine 

that we, like the "kindred spirit" 

who asked about the dead 

speaker, are reading Thomas Gray's 

imagined epitaph. Morbid? 

• Yes. But kind of cool, we have to 

admit. Let's see what it says… 

• This is where the speaker is 

resting his head on the ground. 

• Yes, that's a metaphor! Dead 

people don't really "rest their 

heads" anywhere—they're dead, 

after all. And "Earth" is 

being personified when the speaker 

imagines that it could have a "lap." 

• The speaker calls himself a young 

person who is unknown both to 

Fortune (i.e., good luck or wealth—

it could mean either) and to Fame. 

In other words, he was of humble 

birth. 



• But at least he was no stranger to 

knowledge, or science, in spite of 

his humble origins. He was a 

scholar and a poet! 

• But, alas, he was sometimes kinda 

depressed. 

• We get more personification here, 

too—you can tell because all those 

nouns (Fame, Fortune, Science, 

Melancholy) are capitalized. 

 

Lines 121-124 

Large was his bounty, and his soul sincere, 
Heav'n did a recompense as largely send: 

He gave to Mis'ry all he had, a tear, 
He gain'd from Heav'n ('twas all he wish'd) a 

friend. 

 

• He might have had humble 

beginnings, but he did pretty well 

for himself—he was generous and 

sincere, and Heaven paid him back 



(sent a "recompense") for those 

good qualities. 

• The speaker gave everything he 

had to his depression, or 

(as personified here) Misery—in 

other words, his tears. 

• But Heaven gave him something 

pretty awesome: a friend. 

• Fun fact: The speaker's probably 

referring to his BFF, Richard West 

(see the "In a Nutshell" section for 

more on that). 
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