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List in HTML: 

List are block formatting element define a block structure. They can be 

nested and other block level structures. i.e. paragraphs. 

There are three forms of list in HTML: 

1. Ordered list (<ol>) 

2. Unordered list (<ul>) 

3. Definition list (<dl>) 

 

1. Ordered list(<ol>): An ordered list defines a list for ordering. The 

ordering is typically recorded by a numbering scheme, using Arabic 

number, letter. The ordered list is enclosed by <ol> and </ol>. 

  Example: 

     <body> 

            <ol> 

                  <li>cricket</li> 

                  <li>Football</li> 

                  <li>Hockey</li> 

             </ol> 

       </body> 

 

Attributes of <ol>: 

A. Type: the type attribute can be set to a for lowercase letters, A for 

upper case letters and 1 for regular numerals. The default value is 

numeral 1.   

      Example: 

<ol type=”A”> 

                <li>cricket</li> 

                  <li>Football</li> 

                  <li>Hockey</li> 

             </ol> 

 

B. Start: the attribute takes a numeric value to begin the list 

numbering. The type attribute is a letter or numeral. The start value 

must be number. If we want to start ordering from d.  

we use 

<ol type=”a” start=”4”>. Since d is fourth letter. 
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2 List in HTML 

2. Unordered list (<ul>): An unordered list is used for list of items 

where the ordering is not specific. Here browser adds a bullet of 

some sort for each item and indents the list. 

         Nesting can be allowed in unordered list. In this each level of 

nesting indents the list and bullet changes accordingly. In general, 

on first level a filled circle (or solid round bullet) is used, on second 

level an empty circle is used and on the third level a square is used. 

These renderings are common to browsers, but should not be 

counted on. 

 

Example: 

 <ul> 

      <li> first level</li> 

       <ul> 

             <li>second level</li> 

               <ul> 

                    <li> Third level</li> 

                </ul> 

 </ul> 

</ul> 

 

Attribute of <ul>: 

a. Type: the type attribute can appear within the <ul> element and 

set the type for whole list. And it can appear within each <li>. Type 

specification overrides the value for the rest of the list. The values 

for type attribute that allowed here are disc, circle or square. 

Example: 

 

<ul type=”square”> 

  <li> first level bullet</li> 

</ul> 

<ul type=”disc”> 

  <li> second level bullet</li> 

</ul> 

 

3. Definition list (<dl>): The definition list is a list of the terms 

paired with the associated definitions. The definition list is 

surrounded by <dl> and </dl> tags. Here each term being defined 

is indicated by a <dt> element that is derived from the definition 

term. Each of the definition is defined by the <dd> element that is 

derived from definition description. 
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3 List in HTML 

 

Example: 

  

<dl> 

       <dt>HTML:</dt> 

        <dd> HTML stands for Hyper Text Markup Language which is used 

for creating web pages and web applications.  HTML is a Markup language 

rather than a programming language. </dd> 

      <dt>web page:</dt> 

       <dd> A web page is a document which is commonly written in HTML    

and translated by a web browser. </dd> 

</dl> 

 

 


